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Revising Lyrics - Editing Cliches 
Clichés and common phrases are cultural artifacts that develop to make language more efficient. They become 
a kind of emotional shorthand, quick ways of communicating ideas, feelings, and situations. But because of 
that familiarity, our minds can begin to “slide” across them without fully considering their meaning or emotional 
weight. 

Rewrite these common clichés to make them more vivid, specific, and interesting. Try choosing a central 
metaphor to work from, adding sensory details, changing the perspective, or turning the phrase around in an 
unexpected way. The goal is not simply to avoid clichés, but to communicate familiar emotions in a way that 
feels personal, surprising, and emotionally alive. 

 

I met you on that lonesome road​
​
You had a bright shining heart of gold​
​
Standing in the rain at midnight​
​
Underneath the pale moonlight​
 

 

You said your broken heart was drowning in sorrow​
​
Running from your past so long​
​
But heaven knows I saw an angel above me​
​
When I heard your sweet love song 

​
 

Chasing shadows through the darkness in my soul​
​
Like a midnight train rolling through the night​
​
With whiskey dreams and burning desire​
​
And fire in your eyes so bright​
 

 

 

You’re my long lost love​
​
The one I never thought I’d find​
​
Lost and found on a dusty trail​
​
You eased this troubled mind​
 

 

Now the train keeps rolling through the cold as ice​
​
As tears in the rain fall down​
​
Love slipped away but we found forever​
​
No more crying alone tonight​
 

 

take this empty bottle and walk through the storm​
​
We’ll leave the pain behind​
​
On this lonesome road together​
​
Until the end of time 
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