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Revising Lyrics - Strengthening Descriptive Language 
 
The highlighted words and phrases in this lyric have been selected because they may rely on emotional 
shorthand, generic imagery, familiar phrasing, or nonspecific language. Rewrite the highlighted sections to 
make them more vivid, emotionally specific, visually interesting, or personally revealing. 

Try: 

●​ replacing emotional labels with sensory details or actions 
●​ strengthening verbs 
●​ choosing more specific nouns or images 
●​ extending or deepening a central metaphor 
●​ adding details tied to place, character, or physical experience 
●​ turning familiar phrases in unexpected directions 

The goal is not simply to remove clichés, but to create language that slows the listener down and helps them 
experience the emotion more directly and vividly.​
 

In the bleakness of a lonely night, love turned to tears​
 
Broken hearts, in the dark, hoping the spark will reappear​
 
Looking through a broken pane, face to face but separate​
 
Each one wishing for the other​
​
 
 
Promises are fragile glass, handle them with care​
 
Memories linger, of the past, reflections everywhere​
 
Refracting, bending, separating, into smaller parts 
 
Shattering all they built together, breaking both their hearts​
 
 
 
Time may heal, but scars remain 
 
Lessons learned through the ache and pain 
 
Strength emerges from the brokenness 
 
A new chapter unfolds a chance to bless 
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Now, try this yourself. Read through the following lyrics and highlight words or phrases that feel generic, 
emotionally expected, overly familiar, or nonspecific. Once you have identified those areas, rewrite or “punch 
up” the highlighted language to make the lyric more vivid, emotionally specific, visually interesting, or 
personally revealing. 

 

In the silence of an empty room, shadows filled the air 

Two souls drifting endlessly, pretending not to care​
​
Pictures fading on the wall, memories growing cold​
​
Holding onto yesterday, afraid to let it go​
​
 

Love is like a falling rain, slipping through your hands​
​
Dreams can wash away like castles written in the sand​
​
Pieces scattered in the wind, carried far apart​
​
Nothing left but loneliness and echoes in the heart​
​
 

Lonely nights and endless tears​
​
Haunted by forgotten years​
​
Searching for a distant light​
​
Trying to make the future bright​
​
 

Time moves on, the seasons change​
​
Life can heal the deepest pain​
​
Hope can rise from broken days​
​
Love will find another way 
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